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THE ARYAN PATH. 
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Philosophy is nothing dry and dead : it is life itself, life realizing 
and recreating itself in full consciousness It is not an abstract science, 
but a most concrete and perfect art ; it is not thought but felt. It is 
not restricted to any definite science of mind or a definite trend of 
inspiration, or any other limitation, but it is purely and intensely 
human and all-embracing. Every view of the w T orld is a philosophy (*) 
and comprises all the essential features of man s relation to the 
universe. The value of a philosophy lies in its depth and its 
universality, and that may be expressed just as well in a few sentences 
as in dozens of books. In fact, the more books a philosophy or a 
Teligion puts forward as embodiment of its creed, the less valuable 
it is bound to be. The ultimate criterion is man’s sense, i.e., sense of 
harmony as a reflection of the harmony of the Universe (“ cosmos ”), 
which is an unimpeachable axiom of the human heart. And this may 
be expressed in one chapter of the Satapatha better than in 84,000 
■chapters of the Pah Pitakas. A philosophy which satisfies the mind 
•only and not the heart is nonsense, as it is not human. And in t his 
respect, from the point of harmony, the philosophy of the Yedas and 
Upanishads is more valuable (which is equal to “ correct ” in our 
interpretation) than that of a Hume, Kant or Spencer. 

Philosophy (or rather the philosopher who has the courage to do 
so, and in that he resembles the religious reformer and prophet) 
assigns to other branches of human mental activity their relative 
value, puts them into their proper place, imparts that general, 
common-sense element which specialization has neglected. Specializa- 
tion is at present the greatest danger of mankind, which philosophy 
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